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Introduction

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

A few words to introduce the VIl Advanced Laparoscopic
Teaching Course. Our host will be Prof. Jens Rassweiler, with
his team, and we are looking forward once again to a very
fruitful and stimulating course.

Prof. Rassweiler doesn’t need words of introduction. He is
definitely one of the pioneers in the field of Laparoscopy since
the very beginning. To his merit, among others he lead the way
to the retroperitoneal approach in Europe and his scientific
production is overwhelming.

Since January 2002, when we started our adventure of traveling
in Europe to visit the best schools of Laparoscopy, the situation
has changed. Laparoscopy was regarded somehow as a fancy
but probably useless new surgical technique. Today most
urologists are convinced that Laparoscopy is the way

surgery will be performed in the future.

How far away is this future? Why learning Laparoscopy is so
difficult? Why is Laparoscopy still performed only in a few
centers in every country? We will try to answer to these and
other questions during this meeting.

For the time being, we feel that the exchange of ideas and
experience across Europe is a special way to progress in this
stimulating and challenging field.

A special thanks to our host, Prof Jens Rassweiler and to our
Sponsors that once again have supported us in the organization
of this VIl International Course.

Looking forward to seeing you in Heilbronn
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